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Lk 3, 1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was te-
trarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the re-
gion of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caia-
phas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in
the desert. John went throughout the whole region of the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of
the prophet Isaiah:

A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be
filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The
winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways
made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

t The Gospel of the Lord. ©Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Key Points

t As John the Baptist is the forerunner who pre-
pares the waf\; for Jesus, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance through water.

He fervently calls people to genuine repentance,
urging them to prepare a place for Jesus in their
lives and open their hearts to His invitation.

t John challenges us to untangle what binds us
and to let go of what holds us back.

He calls for deep wounds, like valleys, to be healed,
and for pride and stubborrmess like mountains and
hills, to be humbled and smoothed. His hope is that
all may witness God's salvation with hearts trans-
formed by humility, gentleness, and love.

T Jesus comes to bring life to the barren wilder-
ness—not only for our own salvation but for the
salvation of all.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit that Jesus offers
brings comfort and hope to the unfaithful and the
wounded, promising His love will lead them from a
life of desolation to one filled with grace and vitality.

Reflection

1. Are we making space and time for Jesus in our
lives, or are we chasing after our own satisfaction
and comfort, forgetting to live with gratitude? Let
us take a moment to reflect.

2. When faced with daily temptations, have we cho-
sen our own way over Jesus way, only to regret it
later? Let us meditate on this.

* Reference: Isaiah 40:3-5, 41:17-20
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